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TRADE PERSPECTIVE BEFORE AND DURING NAFTA: MEXICO – CANADA 

 

Navarrete Martínez Omar1, Espejel Blanco Joel Enrique2, Bocanegra Gastélum Carmen3

 

Abstract: In this paper we briefly study the theories of economic integration (Prebisch, 1949, 

Viner, 1950, Balassa, 1964, Perroux, 1967, Guerra-Borges, 2003, CEPAL, 2004, Petit, 2014) 

which allow us to situate the relationship between trade between Mexico and Canada in the 

context of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). The objective of this essay 

is to have a perspective of trade between both countries in the framework of this treaty. 

Likewise, an analysis is carried out through exports and imports between Mexico and Canada 

from 1962 to 1993, and from 1994 to 2017 to quantify the trade between both countries prior 

and during said treaty, based on data from The Observatory. of Economic Complexity (2018). 

Likewise, it is analyzed through the Tariff of the Law of General Taxes of Import and Export 

(LIGIE) of the Internet Tariff Information System (SIAVI, 2018), of the Ministry of 

Economy of Mexico, in the period of 2003 to 2017, the trade relationship more specifically 

between the two countries during NAFTA. To this end, an Excel database was created for 

exports and imports of each of the 99 tariff headings from 2003 to 2016 from Mexico to 

Canada, United States; and to the world, and from this, tables of these results were generated. 

By way of conclusion, it can be said that there is a very large area of opportunity for the 

diversification and growth of exports of Mexican products to Canada, given that 97 of the 98 

tariff chapters have as their main destination, within the NAFTA, the United States. of 

America, and only 1 to Canada. Likewise, the export chapter with the highest average annual 

value to Canada does not reach 5%, with the remaining 95% to the USA. 

 

Keywords: trade, economic integration, NAFTA 

 

                                                           
1 Licenciado en Administración de Empresas, Estudiante de posgrado de la Maestría en Integración Económica, 

Departamento de Economía, Universidad de Sonora. Email: omarnavarrete.cine@hotmail.com  
2 Doctor en Ciencias Económicas y Empresariales, Profesor-Investigador de Tiempo Completo, Titular C, 

Departamento de Economía, Universidad de Sonora. Email: joel.espejel@unison.mx   
3 Doctora en Ciencias Sociales, Profesora-Investigadora de Tiempo Completo, Titular C. Departamento de 

Economía, Universidad de Sonora. Email: cboca@pitic.uson.mx   

mailto:omarnavarrete.cine@hotmail.com
mailto:joel.espejel@unison.mx
mailto:cboca@pitic.uson.mx

