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AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY OF NORTHERN MEXICO: FORD MOTOR CO. CASE 

 

Bracamonte Sierra Alvaro1, Méndez Barrón Rosana2 

 

Abstract: The automotive industry in Mexico is one of the activities with greater dynamism 

and importance in the national economy. When observing its historical evolution, it can be 

seen that, after the signing of NAFTA, it strengthens its relevance after the arrival of new 

manufacturers or the expansion of traditional assemblers. However, it seems that the 

automotive boom was not even territorially speaking, since it concentrated on the shoal and 

northeast of Mexico. 

Sonora, specifically the city of Hermosillo, is an automotive hub born in 1986 with the 

establishment of the Ford Motor Company (FMC). In the context of the boom, it was trusted 

that it would strengthen its presence on the national automotive map as it was recognized as 

one of the company's most competitive factories; However, the rapid growth registered by 

the national industry failed to favor the performance of the Sonoran polo. 

Based on the analysis of key economic indicators on the automotive sector in Mexico, FMC 

Mexico and its plants in the national territory, two key stages are discussed where the role 

and performance of Ford Hermosillo is evaluated. The first, in the so-called boom of the 

automotive industry in Mexico, period of greater growth of that industry in the country and, 

later the analysis of the problem of the Ford Hermosillo during the years 2017 and 2018, 

period characterized by the severe difficulties for the sector, specifically for FMC. The 

conclusions suggest that the scenario will remain uncertain, both for the company and for the 

industry in the region. 
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